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Ret Safety Zones: U.9. Coast Guard Water Rainiw Areas, Great Zakes 

The Ohio Cloastal Resource Management Project {OCFVTP) is a nonproflt c i t i z e n s  organiza- 
t i o n ,  tbst has worked for over 20 years f 3 a L  I u a  I 
reSDtVce, Lake &le. OCRMP_commenda the  U.S. C o a s t  Guard f o r  extending the comment pariod 
for the proposed live flre zones i n  Iske & l e  and the rest  of t h e  G r e a t  h k e s ,  However, we 
note that  the Coast Guard did not  suspend their Intentions s o  l i v e  f i r f n g  already started 
( s ince  suspended). Since f a l l  18 a major recreat ional  mason on lake Erie, we urge the  
Coast Guard to reFraln from using live f ire  on Iake Erie before the general public I s  aware 
of' the need to monitor the maritime channel before setting out on the  Iake. 

but whether s i g n i f i c a n t  port lone of the Great lekea ehould lm dealgnated f o r  l ive  fire 
m i l i b ~ r y  t r a  ininR. 
Guard) on Jake E r i e ,  rest of Port C l i n t o n ,  Ohio should 'be used s ince  the  Coast C m r d  has 
n o t  demonstratcsd t h e  need for a d d l t i o n a l  s i t e s  f o r  live fire, nor have they consldered the 
impacts of wldmpreed amnunition debris or  the cumulative impacts of more heavy metals on 
the Great  Iake:s. 

the Great  IBkets, with a new Great  Lakes Regional Collaborat ion Res to ra t ion  Strategy t o  
cornDlete t h e i r  cleanup, f o r  t h e  b o n e f l t  of everyone who l i v e a ,  uorks or  r ec rea t e s  i n  t h e  
Great Iakee weltershed. 

fol lowing reersans t 
--No demonstrated need f o r  additional l i ve  flire zonesr 
--Importance of p r o t e c t i n g  the drlnklqq water of 33 million people & aport fish consumptlont 
--Inadequete m r n i n R  systems : and 
--Economic effe,cte on a substant ia l  numbr of local communities that depend on r e c r e a t i o n a l  

.. 

The question is r& whether Coest Guard personnel should be trained to handle ueapons 

Exis t ing  mi l i tary  tra lning sites , including Camp Perry (Ohio National 

Both t h e  public end private sectors have already invested  k i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  to restare 

OCRMP objects to the U.S. Cosst Guard's use of l i ve  f i r e  on the G n a t  Lakes for the 

use of Iske Erie and all the Great Lakes. 
In summary, OCRMP ca l l& for the C m s t  Guard1 

--To use exLstl.ng l i v e  f i r e  zones on the Great  Iakes; 
--To eet specif ic  limits in the ir  rules on the number of l l v e  f i r e  events per  year, the 

number of days pes event,  and to b n  l ive  fin tminine during t h e  r ec rea t ion  season, 
May through C k t o b r )  

- 
--To conduct r e g u l a r ,  budgeted, cleanupa of  these zones) 
--To conduct further investMation of t h e  emulative irnpects of lead, including e x i s t i r q  

sediments, and t o  prepare an  Enr l ronmen te l  Impact S b t e m e n t j  
--To use the brcadcafit media and also notify the FAA where & WhQn live fire le planned; 
--To chanfle t h e  des ignat ion of the 34 l i v e  fire zones earn permanent to _t_mporary, for B 

--To conduct another public review in 5 years, regarding extension for another 5 years 

--To consu l t  with Canada on Coast Guard live firs plans. 

perlod no longer t h a n  5 years; 

- if the need i e  demonstratedr and 
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1) 
t x a i n l n g  is to address. 

f o u r  in fake  Erie, if, a s  s t a t e d ,  "The Coast Cmrd's use of these s a f e t y  zones w i l l  be 
periodic i n  nature and w i l l  likely not exceed tuo  or t h r e e  one-day events per year" 
(Federal Reqister ,  - August 1, 2006). 
on the lakes, incliidlng the site near Camp Perry, where people a r e  Used t o  such p r a c t i c e s ,  
Including a m r a n e s s  of the hazards of ammunition debris. 

We c e l l  for specific l i m i t s  In the Coast Guard ru les  on t h e  number of live fire events 
p e t  year, the number of days per event,  and a - b n  on l i v e  f i r e  training; during the 
r e c r e s t i o n  season, B y  t h r o w h  October, 

The Toussaint River estuary  has become almost unusable because of metal debr i s  and 
unexploded ordnance Cerried there by currente,  wave6 and storms. The former Erie Amy 
Depot is located on 8 three mile e t re tch of beach on Leks Erie between t he  Toussaint River 
and Camp Perry. 
t es t ing  and proof firm of Army a r t i l l e r y .  The Ares Corporation, which is a tenant a t  
the industrial park there now, currently t e s t  fires artillery i n t o  ear then  berm, not into 
the uater,  to mduce the burden on Lake Erie. 

items w e r e  removed and about  13 tons of scrap metal  were co l l ec ted  f o r  recycllw. 
2% of t he  ordnance recovered was live and had t o  be detonated on the beach. 
and Camp Ps r ry  staff s t i l l  walk the beach regular ly  to spot unexploded ordnance t h a t  
washes up. Ordnance cleanups will protab ly  continue for years,  sccardfng t o  Ohio EPA. 

2) 
f i e h  the 
10-23-061. Lead is a legacy issue. 
t o  protect  our drinking water, public hea l th  and t h e  environment. There I s  no need to 
add more l ead  end other  heavy metals to the ex i s t lnK burden a l r e a d y  in the sedlmente. 
Tbe Pre l iminary  Health R i s k  Assessment for Proposed 0.S. Coaet Guard  Weapons T r a a  
B x e r m u e r y  2006) s t a t e s  that the analysis d i d  r& include loca tion-specific 
f a c t o r s  such a5 exlsting sedfment concentrations of metale. 

tragedy t h a t  can be prevented. 
nmvom system, kfdneys, l iver,  s t e r i l i t y ,  growth inhibition, developmental r e t a r d a t i o n ,  
and detrimental effects, in blood (h isk  Aseemment, Appendix A ,  page 2 ) .  
r ecen t ly  been raised about USEPA'e l ead  e a n d e r d  (10 % / l i t e r  of blood)--there m y  be E 
threshold for adverse effects of l e a d .  

The Risk Assessment achouLed@d that "plants and anbals that  ex iat  a t  the bottom 
of the food chain might ingest and be d i r e c t l y  eXpOSed t o  the 1116tal~ In the sediment." 
Y e t  the Assessment failed t o  include any evaluation of the e x i s t -  lead concentrations 
i n  sediments, t o  which the l e a d  from b u l l e t s  would be added. Even BO, the assumptions 
and uncerte int iea  used r e s u l t e d  In a screenirg Quot len t  for lead of 0.96--vsry close to 
1.0 (Executive Summary, B b l e  E-1). Therefore, w e  call for further  lrrvestlgstlon of the 
cumulative impects - of the C a s t  Guard's l ive  fire exercises In every Great  Lake, and 
prepamtian of a n  Environmental Impact Statement. 

f rom a permanent designation. 
be changed frompermanent t o  temporary, for a period not to exceed 5 years.  
a n o t h e r  public rev lev  - If the need l a  demonstrated, and only1 if t h e  f u r t h e r  investigation of the h e a l t h  risks 
has been completed. 

Great Lakes, the Coast  Buerd's l i ve  f i r e  training milst be conaentrated at exis t i&tra in iq5  - s i t e s .  
burden on t h e  Great Lakes, the  vita1 source of drinking water for the 33 mill ion people 
who live w i t h i n  the ua tershea, 

Please explain the l e v e l  of threat  that  t h l s  unprecedented expansion of l i v e  fire 

mere  ha^ been no need &monstmCad to desiBnate 34 permanent live fire zones, including 

The Coast Guard can u t i l i e e  existing l i v e  fire zones 

T h i s  U.S. &feme site was used during World War 1 and WII  for t he  

Ordnance removals have been done every 1-2 years. Recently,  more than 3,000 ordnance 
About 

Ares Corp. 

Protect ing  the d r h k l n g  water of 33 n l l l l o n  people In the Great &kea basin end t h e  
e a t  is fhr more important then an "added t o o l "  for the Caast Cmrd (Cleveland, 

It ia u q e n t  to reduce, the toxics i n  the Great Lakes 

Chi ldren  a r e  more sens i t ive  to l e a d  t h a n  a d u l t s  (Appendix A ) .  IQ d e f i c i t s  a r e  a 
Effects of l ead p o i s o n i x  a l e o  include damage t o  the 

Questions have 

In addit ion,  since the Risk Assessment covered only 5 years,  no hazard6 were evaluated 
Therefore, OCRMP urgently r e q u e s t s t h a t  the d e s k n a t i o n  

Ye c e l l  f o r  
the end of 4 years,  regardinR an extension for another 5 years 

Rather t h a n  spreading heavy metals and arnmunltlon debrfa in 34. more areas across the 

Regular c l e a n u p  of e x i s t i n E  e l t e s  must be conducted, and budgeted, t o  reduce t h e  
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3 )  Ue deeply regret that this is the first time t h e r t  armed 
ships have been on the Great Lakes s ince  the War of 1812, except fo r  e 21-gun salute in 
2005, u n t i l  th& January! We have long worked for good r e l a t i o n s  with our neiehbor 
who shares respons ib i l i ty  f o r  protection of these national and f n t e r n a t i o n a l  treasures. 
We urKe f u r t h e r  consultation u i t h  Canada on Coast Guard l f v e  flre plans. 

the maritime channel,  OCRMP l a  concerned about communications w i t h  boaters who do n o t  
manJtor the maritime channel before setting out on the lake, those w i t h o u t  G R 3  units to 
locate  l i v e  Elm zones, and boeterG who ate moving across the In t e rna t iona l  border from 
Canada. With live flre from small infhtableei on t h e  uaveB, small a i r c r a f t  may also be 
a t  r i s k .  Please notify t he  FAA,  Please um tbe  brof14cast media in every area where l i v e  
fire l a  planned, to alert the public. 

for trainees,  not experts.  A res ldent  of Ottawa County, Ohio told me about an Incident 
d u r i n s  pmctlclsa f o r  Operation Desert Storm In the existing live fire zone. The target  
was going In the  w r o n ~  direct ion,  so  trainees aimed toward a beach on the shore r a t h e r  
than o u t  i n t o  the l a k e .  Bul le t s  can also skip along the water or ricochet. Sameone 
could g e t  hurt1 

Inadequate uamlnp: system, 

While the Coast Gusrd plans to alert the public during such trainlrg wcercIm8, using 

We are also concerned about opportunities for human error, since thaae exercissa a r e  

4) 
a signifimnt p o r t i o n  of the  U.S. eection of Lake Erie. The rick of Bccfdentally getting 
into trouble may have a chilling ef fect  on r ec rea t iona l  use of Lake Erie,  a major tourism 
Industry i n  Ohlo. This Includes boaters and snglers ,  plus sport divers ,  who explore the 
many h i & t o r l c a l  ahipwrscks all over the bottom of Lake Erie, The U k e  Erie shoreline 
contrlbutes $9.45 b i l l f o n  a year  in t O W 1 6 m  and travel  revenue t o  the Ohio economy, 
supportinK about a-quarter of a mil l ion  jobs and nets  $5.8 b i l l i o n  in wages alone. 
Clear ly ,  h k e  Erie is a resource worth protecting and restor ing; .  

Economic e4ffects on loca l  comunit ies t  The f o u r  live fire zones on Lake Erie occupy 

In conclusion, OCFtMP u q e s  the 0.9. Coest Guard to m e  only existing mil i t t l ry  t r a i n i n g  
s i t e s ,  to c-kawFdesignation of the 34 l i v e  f i re  zmes from permanent to temporary, and 
to j o i n  u i t h  all1 of the e ight  Great Lakes s t a t e s ,  the  many fed .e ra l  agencies, and our 
ne i~hbors  in Canads In implementing the new G r e a t  Lakes Restoration Strategy, f o r  the 
benef i t  of everyone rho l i v e s ,  works or recreates in the Cmat Lakes watershed, inc luding 
canecta. 

Thank you for t h i s  opportunity to express our concerns. 

Edlth Chase 
Pre 6 iclent 


